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  APPLICATION 

         HOME OCCUPATION 
   GENERAL      SPECIAL 

 ANNUAL FEE $100.00

Business License Application required with submittal.

Department Use Only 
City of Waterford 
101 E Street 
Waterford, CA 95386 

www.cityofwaterford.org 
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LOCATION OF PROJECT (ADDRESS) 

NAME OF PROPOSED PROJECT 

APPLICANT NAME* 

APPLICANT ADDRESS  CITY STATE ZIP 

APPLICANT REPRESENTATIVE* 

APPLICANT REPRESENTATIVE ADDRESS  CITY STATE ZIP 

PROPERTY OWNER NAME* (SIGNATURE REQUIRED BELOW) 

PROPERTY OWNER ADDRESS  CITY STATE ZIP 

* Please provide the name of each partnership, corporation, LLC, or trust who has an interest in the proposed land use action.  Include the names of all applicants, 
developers, property owners, and each person or entity who holds an option on the property.  Please use the Disclosure Form.

BUSINESS PHONE HOME PHONE 

GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION 

BUSINESS PHONE HOME PHONE 

BUSINESS PHONE HOME PHONE 

ZONING ASSESSOR’S PARCEL NUMBER(S) 
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HOME OCCUPATION INFORMATION & DATA 

Please read the attached “Guide to Home Occupations” prior to completion of this application. 

The following criteria must be in order for any home occupation permit to be issued: 
1. The home occupation shall not generate any noise, odor, dust, vibrations, fumes, smoke, glare, or electrical or electronic interference with the residential use of 

neighboring properties; and
2. The home occupation must be conducted by a resident occupant of the dwelling; and
3. The home occupation must comply with applicable laws; and
4. The home occupation may not interfere with required vehicular storage; and
5. The home occupation may not use more then 25% of the floor area of the main dwelling.

My home occupation will comply with the criteria listed above:  Yes No      Signature of Business Operator: 

Describe in detail your proposed type of business (attach additional sheets if necessary: 

Business Hours Days of the week 

Describe materials/equipment used in business: 

Does business involve use of chemicals/hazardous materials? Yes No If so, please describe type and volume of materials: 

How are products/materials delivered to residence? How frequently? 

Describe how the product or service is made available to customers: 

Special Home Occupation Permit may be required if any of the following are true: 
1. Will an accessory structure be used for any portion of the business? Yes No 

2. Will there be any sales of goods or commodities from the dwelling or property? Yes No 

3. Will there be any customers or clients visiting home? Yes No If so, describe the number and frequency of visits 
(e.g., 2 clients per day)

4. Will there be any non-resident employees? Yes No If so, how many? One Two 

PROPERTY OWNER’S CONSENT - I declare under penalty of perjury that I am the owner of 
said property or have written authority from property owner to file this application.  I certify that all 
of the submitted information is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.  I understand 
that any misrepresentation of submitted data may invalidate any approval of this application. 

10 COPIES OF NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT MAP 

10 COPIES OF SITE PLANS SHOWING ALL DIMENSIONS AND IDENTIFYING ALL REQUIRED PARKING FOR CUSTOMERS, CLIENTS AND/OR  
EMPLOYEES (IF ANY) AND THE LOCATION OF ANY ACCESSORY STRUCTURES IF THEY ARE TO BE USED IN THE BUSINESS.  THE SITE PLAN 
SHOULD ALSO SHOW THE LOCATION OF ADJACENT PROPERTIES AND STRUCTURES. 

SUBMITTAL INFORMATION FOR SPECIAL HOME OCCUPATION 

    X 

APPLICATION
      GENERAL SPECIAL 

PUBLIC HEARING 

APPROVAL CONDITIONS 

RECEIVED BY 

REQUIRED    EXEMPT 

NONE      ATTACHED SEE PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION NO. _____________ 

DATE FEE RECEIVED 
$ 

RECEIPT NUMBER 

DATE FEE RECEIVED 
$ 

RECEIPT NUMBER 

Permit #



        HOME OCCUPATIONS 
             CHAPTER 17.53 
     SECTIONS 17.53.010, 17.53.020, AND 17.53.030 

City of Waterford 
101 E Street 
Waterford, CA 95386  

www.cityofwaterford.org 

17.53.010 INTENT 

A. It is the intent of the following criteria to reduce the impact of a home occupation within areas zoned for RS uses to the degree that its effects on the neighbor-
hood are nearly indistinguishable from normal and usual residential activity.
B. The purpose of establishing home occupation standards within the RS district of Waterford is to encourage the use of home office types of businesses where 
professional and technical specialists can work at home and, through the use of modern telecommunications technologies, telecommute to distant office or work
centers or otherwise provide professional services within a home or living quarters that is not disruptive to the neighborhood within which it is located or create a nui-
sance. (Ord. 2011-02 §1).

  17.53.020 CRITERIA 

A. A home occupation shall be defined as an activity which is clearly incidental and secondary to the use of a dwelling for residential purposes.
B. A home occupation permit can only be issued by the planning director to a residence located within a residential (R) district and used for exclusive residential 
purposes. The residence must comply with all building code and public health and safety requirements of the city, county of Stanislaus and state of California as set 
forth in the uniform building, fire and other applicable codes.
C. An application for a home occupation permit shall contain information deemed necessary by the planning director to ensure satisfactory compliance with required 
conditions for issuance of the permit.
D. Home occupations shall be permitted only after a home occupation permit has been issued by the planning director and a business license secured from the city 
finance department. A home occupation which varies from the requirements and limitations of this section shall be required to obtain a conditional use permit from the
planning commission.
E. The home occupation permit shall be valid for one year and shall be renewed by the applicant each year prior to expiration. The director shall renew the permit 
upon determining that the home occupation complies with required conditions.
F. In the event an enforcement action is sustained by the planning director, the permit shall not be renewed. In such cases a new permit shall be required. Subse-
quent applications for home occupation permit by the same applicant, who has been found in violation of conditions during the term of the past permit, shall be accom-
panied by triple the amount of fees previously required.
G. Any person not satisfied with the decision of the planning director may appeal the decision in writing to the planning commission by paying the required appeal 
fee and submitting in written form the basis for the appeal. Upon receipt of the appeal the planning director shall set the matter for hearing and give notice in the time
and manner provided by law. In deciding such appeal, the planning commission shall consider evidence in the record, including the report of the director and infor-
mation supplied by the appellant. The decision of the planning commission shall be rendered within forty-five days of the receipt of any such appeal. (Ord. 2011-02 
§1).

    17.53.030 REQUIRED CONDITIONS 

A. A home occupation shall not change the residential character of either the dwelling or the surrounding neighborhood.
B. A home occupation shall be conducted within a maximum of five hundred square feet or no more than fifty percent of the area within a single-family residence, 
and shall not be permitted in any required garage or parking area, accessory structure or within any yard space. Vehicles used in the performance of the home occu-
pation can be parked within the required garage area.
C. A home occupation shall be operated and maintained only by the full-time residents of the dwelling in which such home occupation occurs.
D. No person, other than a resident of the dwelling shall be employed on-site, or report for work at the site, in the conduct of the home occupation. This prohibition 
applies also to independent contractors. 
E. The area where the home occupation is conducted shall have direct access to the interior of the residence.
F. A home occupation shall not utilize mechanical or electrical equipment except that which is customary for purely domestic or hobby purposes.
G. No home occupation shall be operated in such a manner as to cause offensive noise, vibration, smoke, or other particulate matter, odorous matter, heat, humidi-
ty, glare, electronic interference, or constitute a nuisance or safety hazard.
H. No wholesale, jobbing or retail business shall be permitted unless it is conducted entirely by mail and/or telephone. No article will be sold or offered for sale on 
the premises.
I. There shall be no outdoor storage of materials, supplies or equipment used to conduct a home occupation.
J. A home occupation shall not be permitted to generate vehicular traffic, pedestrian traffic and parking beyond that normal to the zoning district in which it is locat-
ed.
K. Any vehicle used in conjunction with the home occupation and maintained, parked or stored at the residence where the home occupation is conducted, shall be 
of such a size that it can be parked within the garage of the residence and shall not be parked on the street at or near the residence.
L. No sign, nameplate, or any other form of advertising, including advertising on a vehicle larger than two square feet on either side of the vehicle, shall be dis-
played on the premises in connection with any home occupation including any advertising on a vehicle, trailer or similar piece of equipment associated with the home 
occupation or the operator of the business that is stored in such a manner that it is visible from a neighboring property or public right-of-way.
M. The address of the home occupation will not be advertised in any publication, not including business cards and letterheads.
N. In no event shall a home occupation be interpreted to include an animal hospital or kennel; vehicle repair and/or body shop; manufacturing, including cabinet or 
wood shops; barber shop, beauty shop or other personal service establishment; business, dance, or music school; campground or RV park; contractor’s storage yard; 
medical, doctor or dentist office; fuel wood sales and/or processing; guest lodging; laundry; mortuary; outdoor sales or repair; private club; repair shop or service 
establishment; retail sales or on-site service business; restaurant or bar; video arcades or amusement centers.

O. A home occupation may include individual music instruction and swimming lessons, taught by the resident of the home, when no more than two students are
on the premises at any one time and this service activity does not create any noise that disturbs adjacent residences.
P. A home occupation may include the growing of vegetables and green goods for sale at a farmer’s market or in accordance with other provi-
sions of the WMC.
Q. No use involving the storage, sale or use of any hazardous or explosive materials, beyond that normally found in a single-family residence,
shall be allowed as a home occupation.
R. The planning director may arrange for annual review of any home occupation and may conduct an on-site inspection as part of this review.
(Ord. 2011-02 §1).

KEEP FOR YOUR RECORDS
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